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1 U K E Pg 8 | 
Be ye therefore ready alſe ; for the Sin 25 Hs 


cometh at an Hour when * think not. 


| Erg Duet er dür Bert Frie end Mrs. 

ETZ AIZ TR Ton i in o elif 
Life, and who, but «little while a 80, 
Was lika} to live yet many Years, ſeems na- 
turally to point out theſe Words, as Mis R 
to us a proper Improvement of 8 Aa 
Providence. WOE OS: 

The Coming of the Son e Ba, der i or 
Ixsvus CuRISsT, often fignifies his — . | 


tial Interpoſition in the dreadful Deſtruction 
which, a few Years after his Death, fell upon 


Jeruſalem, and there the'Phraſe of being alſo 


ready is applied to that particular Occaſion. _ 
| (See Mat. x. 23. Chap! XXIV. 44.) But Here, 
in our Text,” it 92 be taken in 4 ous and 


N 1 | chilly | 


co e 
1 Apeehiiy to Death and dement. For, in 
| „me Le, our Lord ſpeaks of Servants, 
* 


Services, or puniſhed for their N 8 — by 
of a Coming of their Lord for that Purpoſe. 
The Coming, therefore, here means the In- 9 

terpoſition of Chriſt, as the Lord and Sove- . 
reign of Mankind, by his Meſſenger Death, 
to call them to an Account, and appoint 
them their Portion of J oy, and Sorrow in a I 
future State; according as they have, or have © 

not, been faithful and obedient Servants. ] 
T wh being ready, therefore, in this [F ext, 


W | 


5 Concern of all, . call en his Dif- 


ciples. a and F ollowers, to be prepared for this q 
Summons f from him, whenever it comes, . 1 
a8 What may come ſuddenl yr. : 
Be ye therefore ready alſo ; for the Son 72 Man | N 
cometh:at an Hour ven he think nut. ; 

Here I would endeavour to 38 hs ! 

1. In What a Preparation for Death, or a 5 


future State conliſteth ; or What is im- 

plied 3 in being ready as thus underſtood?ꝰ 
10. The Motives, or Inducements, to this | 
== - Readineſs or Preparation. LOS DID, 
0 0. Some. Obſervations by Way 5 more 
| duet * of the Subjee. — 
„ vikguas! ql 35 9: - "os GE . I am 
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nm i 
1. Iam to conſider in what a Preparation 
"fog Death, or a future State conſiſteth; r 
what is implied in our -baing ready as tha. 
underſtood ? 25 
In the general, this DN a cer- 
tainly conſiſt, . in our poſſeſſing, and cultiva- | 
ting, ſuch a Temper of Mind, and Conduct 
of Life ; ſuch Principles, ſuch a Taſte, ſach 
Practices, as are pleaſing. to God; becoming 
our reaſonable and immortal Natures; bear a 
due Reſemblance to the Spirit and Temper 
that reigns in the heavenly World, and that 
may indeed qualify us for the Enjoyment. of 
its divine Delights. 3410 

And ſeeing we come into the World: with 
Natures morally weak and depraved; and,. 

unleſs early ſanctified by the divine Grace, 
live in a Manner that aggravates that Depra- 
vity, and alienates us more and more from 
the Life of God; therefore, a Preparation for 
Death muſt imply in it, what, by a very live- 
ly and expreſſive Figure of Speech, our Lord 
calls being born again of the Spirit, (John iii. 
3. 5.) For without ſuch a moral and divine 
ſuch an holy Temper, ſuch a vital 
Principle of divine Grace reigning in the 
" as he i; by that HEY he 
A r | has | 


+ 


N s 1 | 
1 Is: declared, in e moſt folemn a Manner, e 
1 "cannot fee the Kingdom of God. 
A Man under the governing me of Sin; 
F — of God, and of Chriſt, and true Re- 
gion; averſe to the Duties of Piety, Tem- 
1 — Juſtice, Benevolence ; whoſe chief . 
|”  _ Pleafure lies in the Gratification of a low 
"x vitiated Appetite ; or at leaſt in the more re- 
fined Pleaſures of this World and Life only; 
and who has no Reliſh for the Contemplation 
of God, the Love of the Saviour, the Beauties 
of Holineſs, the Buſineſs and Pleaſures of the 
| Spiritual World; the Worſhip and Friendſhip 
of his Maker and Redeemer. —Such a Man, 
our own Reaſon will tell us, could not poſſibly RE 
lad any real Pleaſure in ſuch a en W - 
1  -Belfeve Heaven to be. LOTS "FH 
XA Preparation for Death, ah 9 
= lis in poſſeſſing a Diſpoſition of Mind the en- 
te Reverſe of al. this—a Mind adapted to 
the Buſineſs: and Pleaſures of the heavenly-. 
State Mind formed, by the divine Grace, 
to the Love and Practice of real Holineſs ; - 
_ the Reliſh of choſe ſpiritual and refined En= 
joyments that are at God's right Hand; and 
which, in ſome lower Degree, are to be 
found in this World. in the nn. of 
A AIR n SP | 
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ſented in the Bible, which is our only in 
fallible Guide in theſe Enquiries. And here 
we ſmall: _ n che en af 55 1 


and ſincere Endeavour to practice it. 


conſiderable Branch of the Goſpel Diſpenſa- 
tion. Accordingly we read; Acts xx. 21 


8 — . a That God. now. Com- 


nm * 


| Piety towards God, and Judine and — 
towards Man. RA 


4 


In a Word, the Fitneſs which: thi Seip. 


tures declare as neceſſary to our Happineſs in 
a future World, and eonſequently to our dying 
in true Peace and Saſety is, the Religion f 


Feſus living in our Hearts; governing its Af- 4 

fections, Purpoſes, Choice, and regulating 
our Lives, nts ai to n e 11 EN. 1 
3 A | / 

E rt b! 18 e of eie e 
tance, I beg Leave to point it out to you a 

little more particularly, and as it is repre- 


21. Repentance towards God: 


2. Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
it 1 A ſincere Love to univerſal Holineſs | 


4. And all this maintained and enltivatod 


with growing Improvement. 


1. \Repentance toward. Cad. This is one 


That the Apoſtles-te/tified Repentance towards 5 


mandi, 


* "Tf xo * 
5 5 Men every were to repent, (AQs 
xvii. 30.) And our Lord himſelf began his 
Miniſtry „ e nn e * ark 


neee 


1 his: implies, chat: all Men are, e 


. and need Repentance, even the beſt; and, 


that there is none that doetſi Good and ſinnetſt 
ür. And, indeed, the very Proclamation of 
Mercy in the Goſpel implies as much. He 
that needs no ee needs no Saviour; 


no ſurli Mercy from God as is there, revealed. 


And the neceſſity a PTY is ſo great, 


that we have no Ground for the Hope of 


Salvation without it Repent and be converted, 


0 ſays the Apoſtle, that your Sins may be-blotted 
aur, (Acts iii. 19.) And our Lord aſſures us, 


that except we vo: We He owns Fun | 

Xiii. 3.) | 
By 83 keg Si mean an Effet of 

FP nome Power of God upon the Heart; 


| which appears in a ſincere Concern, Shame; 


and Sorrow for our ſinful Nature and Prac- 
tices, be they more or leſs aggravated ; ariſing 
from an alarming Conviction of the Evil of 
Sin; its hateful ah deſtructive Nature; and 
this accompanied with a ſincere Endeavour to 
forſake it, and turn unto God in a new. Courſe 
ak PRO Iten in Scripture ſometimes 


een . os denoted 


[ OY 1 7 
denoted by our eig our evil 2 ays, 
"and Thoughts ; and turning unto the Lord 
— Thinking on our Ways, and turning aur 
Feet unto. the divine Teſtimonies ; (Iſa. lv. 
7.—Pfal. exix. 39. ) And ſometime by a 
broken and a contrite Heart, (Pal. li. 17.) 
It always implies, Conviction of Sin; of 
its Pollution and Baſeneſs, as well as its. 
Guilt and Deſert—Humiliation and Grief 
on the Account of it—a free Confeſſion 
of it before God an Application to him 
for pardoning Mercy, and a Reſolution of 
forſaking it, and of living in the Fear 
and Love of God. And all this as the 
Effect of divine Grand: or the Word of 
Chriſt applied to the Heart by the Power of 
his Spirit, and, therefore, W with, 
what I obſerved. 

2. Faith in our A Yoſie Chri ih, a is 
another As to an n * and 
Eternity. | 5 
Without F aith, we are told, Wes, cannot 
pleaſe God, (Heb. xi. 6.) Nor can we, in 
deed, truly repent. without it: For he that 
cometh unto. God, muſt believe that he is, and 
| that'd 6454 Rewarder of all. that diligently ſeek... 
hams... He that does not believe God to be 
mercif ul. to forgive: Sin, will never turn to 
| bim. | 


3 


TA 

bim. bn we dive" ark and rational 
Sound for believing this, but as he has re- 
venled his Mercy through Nis Son” Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſbewn us his Juſtice atoned and 
reconcited” by his moſt 3 ere en 
Righteouſneſs. n 
And of us, to whom lch more Ar Dit. 

covery of this Grace is made, it is expreſsly 
daquited that we pay # particular Negard to 
te Interpoſition of Chriſt, and helieve, not 
| only in Cod zur alſo in him; as tit Way, the 
Tull, and" the Life. This, ſays the Apoſtle, 
16 the Commundment tha# we ſhould believe on 


the Name" of his Son Jeſus Chris, (1 John iii. 
23.) He that believeth on the Sor hath ever- 
ling Life; but he that believerh not the Som, 
aul not ſcr L. ei but the Wratſi of God abildeth 


on him, (John iii. 36.) TRI wand Opens 
Lariguage of the Goſpel. 
Faith in our Lord Telus hi riſt A Ureter 
muſt certainly be, to us, an indiſpen wy 
neceſſary Prerequiſite to- our meeting the aw- 
ful Summens of Death, and 1 into der . 
eternal World with fafety. - 181 * 
Now by this Faith, or Believing; I mean; 
and the Seriptures mean, not a Bure Belief of 
the Goſpel Revelation as divine; or, that our 
Bible is the Word of God; Chriſt 'the'Son'of 
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_ of: God through | 


Wer rn Hope of Forgi 


| the Believing in the World, though never ſo 
 orthadox; never ſo confident, will not avail 


be no more fit to die with ſuch a Faith, than 


| and ws we; — 10 pp rt 


* 


0 


e God, and * ae Sinners; or of ay} 


or of all the Articles of the Chriſtian Reli- 


Sion, as they are drawn out by Mien, or even 


lie in the Book of God. Nor even a bare 
Truſt and Confidence in Chriſt, and the Mercy 


No But uchi a Belief 
and Fruſt, as is the Effect of a divine Power 


upon the Heart; and ariſes from a Senſe of 


our Need of ſuch à Saviour, as Chriſt is; 


leads us to approve, chooſe, love him as 
ſuch; and to devote curſekven te che WII of 


* % 


ceptance through | Jandbinyonsy.— Sock 
2 Faith as, in the Apoſtles Language, (ne 
N Lous, purifies. the Heart, and is accompas 
nied with good Works. For Fatin reit out 


Works we are told, it - dead, and no better 


than che Faith. of Devil, (Gal. v. &. -a. 


James ii. 19, 20.—-Pfal. v. f.) A 


us, af it leaves 7 :deftitute. of the J ag 
God, and ſtill Workers of Iniquity, We ſhall 


with no Faith at all. And therefore 1 add, i 
7 en —— Heline&' 


"2 


F l 


| 0 1 1 
: * to o praice it, as an abfalutely': neceſſary 
” ob wet ee Ki" heb highed:: Reaſon: 3 
for we are told, that God-hateth the Workers 
of Iniquity ; that | they : ſhall: not flarid: in his 
_ Sight: That Chriſt himſelf will ſay to all 
ſuch, Whether Believers; r Unbelievers, de- 
part from me, I know you not—and; that . 
aut Holineſs uo Man ſhall fee the: Lord. 
And by this Holineſs I do not mean, an wy 
Sanctity of Countenance, a gloomy 
|; Look, a eee Niceneſss 
about the, mere externals of Religion; a Flo. ꝗ 
i of, holy Words, expreſſive of the ſtrange Feel- 
ings of a deluded Imagination; a burning 
Teal for this or that Church, or Form of * 
ligious Opinions, and Worſhip. - t —— n the 
other Hand, merely moral Honeſty ant 
briety; but A, conſtant:Courſe of 
ligion; a conſcientious Ard to al Du MN 
ties of Fiery and of, God! dre, 20 : 


LY 


' 


(43) 


This 1s. the Holineſs I mean, without a n- 
cere Love to which, and without a ſincere 
Care, and conſcientious Endeavour to practice 


it, we cannot be ready for that en W nl 


Worlds we are all appointed to. 


I do not mean to aſſert that we can live in 
this World in a State of ſinleſs Perfection; or 
that it is not conſiſtent with the true Hope of 


Salvation, that ſome ſinful Weakneſſes attend 


us; no: We are told, by the Apoſtle, hat 


if we. Joy; 00: haves no Bin we deceive Bene 


and the Tr ut n ig not in uus. 1 John 15 8.05 And 
are taught to pray daily for the Forgiveneſs g 


our Sins. (Matt. vi. 12.) And accordingly 
the beſt of Men have complained, that even 


ne they would do Good, Evil was: preſent. ö 
with them. (Röm. vii. 21.) But they are 


grieved, and humbled. for theſe Things; 
they confeſs and lament them before God, 
with unfeigned Penitence; and make it their 
ſerious Care to avoid them; and to this End 
renew their believing Regards to Jeſus; their 
Truſt in God; their Watchfulneſs againſt 


Temptation, and thus Aenne 
from the unbelieving, impenitent Sinners. 
4. In order to be actually ready for our 
dying Hour, we ſhould be careful to maintain 
"ou . this Ae Faith, and 
31 950 Hann 


9. 
Holineſs: Or, 28 our Lord expreſſeth it (v. 44 95 
3 foune Jo doing, as he has appointed. That 
is, endeavour; in humble Dependence on the 
divine Grace, to make a proper Uſe of our 
reſpective Talents; cultivate the (ſpiritual 


Lie, che Power of |Godlineſs ; overcome the -/ 


World; fer our AﬀeBtions on -the Things above; 
be conſtant and diligent in our Attendance en 
all che Means of Grace; waiting upon God, 
and exercifng a daily Truſt and Confidence in 
his Mercy through Chriſt ;" watching and priy- 
m that we enter not "into Temptation.” Gird: 
up the Loins of our Minds, and let our Lig his 
be burning,” as waiting for our Lord c coming | 
| Or as the Apoſtle Peter expreſſes it, g/0w in 
Gru, in the Knowledge of our Lord Feſu 
Chrift-—allding to our Faith Hintue, ro Virtue 
Knowledge, ro Knowledge Temperance; to Tempe 
rante Patience, to Patience Godlingſt, to'Godli>' 
noſe Brorbeny © Kindneſs, and #0: Brotherly 
Kindneſs Charity For this, as he obſerves; is: 
the Way to male our Calling and Elickibn ſure; 
an to". habe an abundant Entrance into the 
_ everlaſting* Kingdom,” (2 Pet. i,. 5. 1e &. 


5 _ chap. fi. v. 18.) And, conſequentiys chis is 


the Way to meet e en ſolid _ 
e 12/5967, Wl e e 
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GE) : : 
It is true, even the more careleſs Chriſtian, 8 
" indulges too much, to a falſe Self- Loe; 


pourſues the Enjoyments of this World with 


too eager Deſire; performs his religious, and 
other Duties in too flight and fuperficial a 
Manner; and, perhap 9. ſometimes intirely 
omits chem; —I fay even ſuch a Chriſtian 
(ſuppoſing! him right in the main) may die 


. Jafely, and find a lower Degree of Happineſs 
in another World: He muft not, however, 
think of dying cotafortably, but, on the con- 


trary, may juftly expect to find much Datk- 
neſs, and many diftrefling Apprehenfions of the 


Confſequente attending that awful Hour. LI 


This growing ſTmptovement | in Rel! ion, 


| thetefore, muſt be Implied as 4 Part the 


Dury recommended in gur Text. rb 
HH. A am to offer fone Motive, of inde 
ments to this Preparation for Death. A 
here 1 mall confine myſelf to what i 18 he. 


el in the Text, and Context beſo ust TOP: 


obſerve, 
"IR The OE ” 


1 -tainty 0 11 Dying. 114 © 


. The infinite Importance os Tg 


Fhe U ncertainty of the Time! 
5 - The Abfdlute Get of our Dying: 
This, indeed, is in ffeff 10 clear 2 R 


. chr t * no formal Proof Not one of 
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> 18 _ 
you heres) 1. dare fay, imagine yourſelyes ex- 
empted from the Stroke of Death; or not 
included in that, ſolemn. Declaration, that ic 
iſ appointed unto all Men once 7o die, (Heb, i ix. 
. . it is one Tbing 10 believe it true. 
that e muſt die, and another to feel the 
Boer of that Truth upon; the Heart. And 
yet without this, our Belief of it is of little 
 Sgnibcation. Let. us then endeavour to call 
it up frequently before our Minds, and con- 
- fider. it with ſerious Attention. — Conſider, 
that it is the eternal Purpoſe and Will of God. 
that we ſhould, die; 3 his irreverſible Decree ; >. 
againſt, which, no, 'Wildom,. or. Power, or 
Will of ours can be of the leaſt Force; nor 


1 


Creatures in Earth, g or Heaven ithelk, : The 
Number of our Days Is, with, the ; Almighty ; * 
he has fixed their Period. immoveably ; 3.,and. 
where he has fixed. it Wwe ml, we /hal, moſt 
certainly, find It. cc However d ſtant, though 
even many . we ſhall arrive at it at laſt. 
That mighty Power, that has ſwept c off one 
Generation o of Men, after 1anott xr, fr m q 
Beginning, of. the. World to this Day, wall, 


by and by,. overtake. every, one of us; and we 


ale tha he puobred wich 4 Dede 


indeed, the, W ifdom., and Power of all. the 


— » Ag 


CY 
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8 upon the leaſt Reflection, there is. But 
_ ce Ant more clearly, if we. eon. 


exiſt here; „ In the "Manner we” now ae. no | 


Ee | 


Mosel fer 6 ba, bY 
And ought we not then to be at bot an 


Event ſo inevitable d. If we had ahy, the leaſt, 


Hope of eſcapin g this wide and univerſal 


| Deſtroyer, we might be more indifferent 


about it; but as there is the moſt abſolute 


Certainty of the contrary, and that the Son of” 
Man, the Lord of all, 1 come, ſurely we 


ought to be prepared for it, if any Prepara- 
tion be neceſſary, as we muſt acknowled 


apy E v2; 4 7 . 
a 7 = 
r, 1 Yeo (ee S't 7 5 


e The inflbite pete ec che Chiaije 


Y We are told in the Word of Truth, that 


after Death is tlie Fuugment.— The Jud g- 


ment, that fixes our State for! Eternity in 


Heaven; or in HRELITI. 5 "Hraven® "and 
HELL I— What Words are theſe hey are 


Words, indeed, very familiar to our Elrs ; 
but, perhaps, their vaſt, their infinitely'; im- 
portant Meaning is not much ſo to our Hearts. 


Give me Leave, therefore, to exkpatiate a Ut⸗ 


tle oe Har as che kicred Oracles' deſcribe | 


A 


| TY a Le mr ono, SOR 
them r 


There we and Havel phe ms 
Pce in che Immenſity of 9 far out of 


oe! — 7 22 


a 29. ) } 
che R each of mortal Sight, where the ſupreme . 


25 Being, the Creator and Lord of the Worlds, is 
in a more particular, eminent, and glorious 


Manner preſent;— where he has fixed the 


Throne of his Majeſty, holds his Court; diſ- 


lays the adorable Perfections of, his Nature, 
in their divineſt Excellencies; and pours out 

upon his favourite Creatures, the inexhauſtible 
Riches of his Goodneſs and Love—There-are 


the innumerable\Companies of Angeli, the Spi- 


rits 2155 tuft Men made perfect; who worſhip 


' God Day and Night, without MWearineſs, and 
95 without Sin, with. the moſt exalted-and rap- 
turous Delight—There lives and reigns the 
bleſſed Jeſus, in his | glorified Body, /with-a// 


the Fullneſr of "the Godhead, and the. Lore = 


the: Saviour, in Him And there, if we ate 
ſo happy a8 to arrive at laſt, and een 


Powers, of Senfation like what we now: find; 


as doubtleſs we-ſhall, we ſhall meet an infinite 
| Variety. of Objects, ſuited to them, though 
infinitely- more excellent than any. Thing Der 
_ Eyes have yet fern, Ear. heard, or Hart con- 
Kane, (1 Cor, ii. 9.) Fer, the the-Senip- 
tures deſeribe theſe Objects by Variety of 


ſenfible Images, ſuch as. Palaces, Cities, Tem- 


ples, Gardens, Crowns, Ki 


5 yet'they 


7 aways * dome ee ſome!Mavk- of 4- 


vid ot vine 
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vine Exeelfency, | to denote their infinite Su- 


0 is a Cay 1 not made with Hand 
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the Rive” of 550 the ale, 7 764 E< | 
ring from the Throne of. God and the Lamb— 
he 30 5 are q * 66 208 that 1 1 not Spock ; 
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* 11 ts Pee 1 ee 3 a 
and 


we know of the Pleaſurggof focial Li 


the Endearments of F riendſhip ; they are fact 


as ariſe' from perfect Purity . Reckltude, and 
Benevolence 'Y without any... of thoſe Weak- 
_ _nefſes, Follies, and Sins, mournful Abſences, 


Coldneſs, and Diſcontent, that ſometimes 


s attend the beſt of Friendſhips here. For 


there the Spirits 'of juſt Men are made Per- 
fect, and there the beloved Redeemer, our 
elder Brother, our beſt Ftiend, who redeems 
us to God by his Blood, will open to us. t e 


exceeding Riches of his Goodneſs ; the aſto- 
niſhing | and delightful Virtues of his precious | 


Blood, and. ſpotleſs Righteouſneſs, —Ther ere 


the Eternal Father himſelf will lift up the 


595 1911 | B T.: EN fulleg 


* 
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al 


_ fulleſt. Light of his Countenance upon us, ; 


and fill our Hearts with the moſt pleaſing 


Aſſurances of his paternal Love.—And there 


all the Bliſs, the Joy, the Glory hence reſult- 
ing, will laſt, without the leaſt Diminution, 
World without End. —All this, and infinitely 
more than even' the Lan guage. of An gels can 
deſcribe; i is contained i in the Word Heaven. 
How much then ſhould it be our Concern 
to be every Way prepared for entering into 
tuch a World, and the Enjoyment of ſuch 
Bleſſedneſs? Eſpecially. when we. conſider, 
that this, Enjoyment will be large and abun- 
dant, in in ſome Degree proportionable to our, 
Attainments i in Grace and Virtue, the Power 
and Uſeſulneſs of the divine Life in us, While 
here below ? Who would not labour to be 
abundant in the Work of the Lord, when they 
are affured from him that it t Hall not be in 
voin? (1 Cor. 15. 58. ag os 
On the other Hand !—But ob! 7 "tis almoſt 


HeLL ! 5 1 too 46-0 the. 


Sport of ſinful Creatures! in this World. — They 4 


| ſpeak of i It as the mereſt Trifle, and frequent - 
5 Iy call upon God to make ſit their everlaſt- 
ing Portion Shocking; Impiety!“ ut they 


ſpeak. without thinking, Ft; leaft 1 witl wut cope 


— TEENY a © SIS 


11 * H idering 


3 


ESI 
ſidering what they 3 and how dreadful ane; 
real Meaning muſt bee. 
The Scriptures of Truth deſcribe; "this De- 
partment of the anviſible World, by Images 
full of Terror. As the Place where the 
almightycand .juſt God pours out bis Indig- 
nation againſt Sin to the uttermoſt. Where 
Shame, Self-Reproach,,. and Condemnation, 
for the paſt; the Workings of every evil Paſ- 
ſion for the preſent; and the moſt terrifying, 
Dread of the future, rack the feeling Fon. 
ence, and Pierce 1 it through: and through with 1 - 
the moſt, amazing Sorrows—Where, While 1 
the wretched. Creatures feel ſuch incon-. 
ceivable .Torments. in themſelves, they are 
led a thouſand Ways to totment one another. | 
—And where reigns, the ſecond Death, the 
Pains of which are repreſented by thole of? a5 
| . orm het never dies, 4 Fi ire that, is, never 


9 


Lord: gn oe Glery of, 15 8 3 yp Punifh- | 
ment inflieted upon, the Devil and his Angels. OS — 

Perhaps ſome of you, of n more tender Feel al 

ings, will, be ready to ſay, This is 40 

„much, too. dreadful, Surely a God 0 ini is | 
4 nite. Goodneſs; and Merey can never thus 1 
6c.  puniſh;any, of his Creatures, though ſinful. „ 

ö h; he not ; himſelf; Flares, 8. much 


4 in 


„ 
| Does he hot dete beam 
ay, that he will render to eg be 
d deth Evil (and fepents net) Nibru and 
Wrath,” aud Anguiſho Nut the Withed fn, 
| be turned te Belt, and a rhe Ntlons rh. 
aerger Guus Mal, br raff hto buten Dt hace, 4 
_ where there it Weiping and Grafting of Tei? I 
And What art we, that we fhoutd Hmit the © | 
_ Holy O of fuel, in the Execution of his I 
5 Kue aid that im Contradiction to his on 
ſs Worck? Shall we ſpeak of Mferey to 
whole W hom he has comthanded Bis Pro- 
phiet to detlark, Mar Be thut nud then will 
Laue 10 Merty en then, and he rut | 
them will Nato them 10 Favour. t 27. 11. 
Ee Has not even the Aft fefus, 
me Saviour of Sinners, himielf alfy deck _ 3 
OO hat the Wicked Hall go wy ine ber ht 
ut  Puonifment ? (Mat. 25. 46.) 
A, indeed, God As noch um men 
without 4 juft Cult, or . eyert without fore. \ 
. warning the Sinner of it, there might de 
dae Room for Queſtion. But this 18 — a 
fit nem being the Cale. The eras 
5 ſuffering are all Sinners, and ſuffer but 
What chey wefe told before Hand they intiſt 
_ rand, amen gn us e W 
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* eupreis Commands: and 
Thrrratiiihngs df then faber, bit againſtiunu- 
merable Inſtances of hie Gondachs/ and tender 
Meteieb againſt. hot only faithfub and refeatert [ 
Warnings, the Feelings and Renianſtzanees of: 
their ow Hearts; butogainſttbe moſt earneſt 
aucb affectionate Invitdatons: and preſſulg Cells, 
ta:Reptaitaticr, enforced by tie oſt grati- 
ous Aſſuranges of Forgi veneſs up it. Hu 
with all; its alärming Torrors, auen with 
all: its: Felicitiesi aht Glorias; have been ſet 
befose: them in the moſti eltay and expteſſiw e. 
alarming and inviting Language - and all 
| urged ipoly their Attention with A; Variety ef 
tho :mottc affecting Arguments driven frem 
the Love af (God; and the Sufferings and 
Detch (ef tie bleſſed Rodermer. This has 
betm thir Caſt, mobe ur leſs Wich all to. 
Won tlie Bible: | been ſent, and its | 
ſacred Truths have betn apened in the pu- 
lic Midiltry of dt. 4 Aud ie not this enough "I" 
juſtify God in this Caſe ? Cas they haue any. 
Room tb complain af Want of Mearcyz; who = 
deſpiſed that Metey, and perſiſtedt in their Re- 
bellions with the Maſt: wilful and ingprcigible 
Obſtisacy agi inſt all its tender Remonſtrances f. 
| If; therefore; my Friends, this Mifary Wouldibe 
your Portions, n. * 06 
may 


| . e eee your on Conſcien ces, 3 
from the many gracious Waben and Y 9 
lemn Warnings an et Zu God i 
appointing avec”. a1 111 2 Artie $43 Ain 
But no to return Swain Digredon,:let: 
us conſſdet out Death in this Connection; or, 
as the final Period of bur State of Trial here, 
and our Inlet into EnRNIT VI An Eternity 
of Bliſs or Moe unutterable Into that glori- 
ous Haben, or that diſmal Hell before de- 1 
ſoribed ! Can any Thing be more important, 3 
more intereſting, than ſuch a Change? Any: 3 
Hour of 6ur Exiſtence: in this World, for 4 
| ſerious as the dying Hour One Moment of 3 
it living perhaps converfing with dur Friends, 
amidſt a thouſand Comforts and Hopes) the bs | 
nett our Bodies are turned into lifeleſs Corpie, N 
out Spirits Randing before the Tribunal of 
GD the Fudge of all; there to receive a Sen- 
tence big with Life or Death, Joy or! Miſery, 3 
paſt all our Concept ion great!! br BO Niue | F 
While we confider theſe Things, while we 
thus fix Gar Eyes upon the Worlds of Eter- 
nity, need E any other; Arguments, any 
other eee eee 1 
Should 'We\notlalways beipreparediforian: 
Event, ith ow all, dur n all;-- 1 
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ſo eminently. dpenile Fond yet Leides 
add, 77 1 * 2111 255 


OW 
was 1 The Uncervorncy of the Ti In which: this 
Event ſhall take Place, as another Motive. 
We muſt die muſt thus riſe up FIT 
| or ſink down to Hell. But when ?—How 
long e'er this amazing Change comes 7— This 
no; mortal can tell, in Reſpect of himſelf, or 
any other. God, in his infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs to us, has concealed this Ciroum- 
ſtance from us, that we might be the more 
attentive to that Preparation for it that is ſo 
neceſſary. As to ſqme of us, it may be at 
the Diftance of ſeyeral; Years ; it may be only 
a few Hours, or even Moments God only 
knows. W. e axe told, however, it: May be 
in an Hour wwe think not much ſooner than 
we expect, o er er are aware j for ner are apt 
to be too inattentive here, and therefore; are 
cus ceminded by ouf Lord. 
We have a melancholy Inſtance of the Un- 
certainty of Life, in the Death of our wor! 
thy Friend, whoſe Remains we have juſt LY 
| lodged i in the ſilent Grave. Not! long ago, 


ſhe appeared to bid as fair as any of you here 


for s dong Life.” But in the very midft of this 
Fades” f in the full Vigor o mature 
Vouth, ſhe was ſeized Ne a Diſorder the 


or - > Sa 9 WS leaſt 


Cage 3 ] 
leaſt tpeDirck renn fit, 
while yet there was Hope of her oontinuibtg 
a1 lraſt, 1 lite while longer; and After der 
being cunſimedc aaa owe Du 
Neath\Jic his cold Hand upon her Heart, 
and i btat n / mote l Thus ſſie; whe but a4 
fo Werles ago, Mag worthipping wir us 
idthit Nackt, is n amongſt the Deadu-Aſer 
Body cuhfighed to the dreary Tomb Her 
Spirit gone td the eternal World!? Awful 
Thonghtd—Blefledbe-God: we have Reafon to 
baliave;//fromithe:main Penor of her Life, 
the Manner nd Cireuemſtanees of her Death, 
her imire Refignarion! tb the Will ef God. 
and chen ul Hope i the Allr ſufficient Savi- 
aut, that: her Spirit is nde indeed made pet 
fert. andchleſt with Vifens:'of Ged and 5 
VDamb in the World of immortat GI 


But fun th Views of the Caſt , though | 


Dead ſhe yet ſpeabirn; \fpeaky'to ug who ate 
ling, att calls upon ub with geeuhiar Pro- 


332 gs tov lo-vas a6 2163 25 pie 
Mes. Tonkin Tak at the ith — 55 
rs at Babu, O of 0 nj Nee 
nale bie fol 


to her Room: 
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III. To make ſame Obſervations: by-way! 
3J of more e ame AR 

: . Here is a . coal holy Gy, 
Warning to you, ae kinds 3 N 


1 Years of Life. 
Not only your Youth; but, verde, Ng 
full Enjoyment bf Health alſo; leads yo,, 
flatter younſelves with the Proſpecti of mamy 
Vears yet to come, and many Pleaſures :amd 
3 Delights yet untafted; for which »you thave 
3 the livelieſt Neliſh andthe moſt caper Deſires: 
You ſeldom (think of Death.; and, when 
yon do, it is as of ſomæthing iat a uaſt and al- 
moſt immtaſurabie Niſtame; about which 
youchane no very determ . of 
the Conſequences-of/it: And, thetefore, per 
haps, .intircty inattentive 2 8 
and Fleneſs fur it your Bibles point: out t 
yon ds your great Concern, and. Arne 
which DS e heh eh 
But this Text, eſpecially as onfeinded: by 
this vety Jawful Rrotidenee, ealg upon” ou 
with can alaftclo"Enerſy Bee Poady Bio 5 
Han the. Son of Mas cometh at un Plow dene | 
Wk wot. ' Bai che  Thooghflegnafs0f your 
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it, and utterly: neglect all ſerious Riad: to 
your everlaſting Intereſt, render it peculiarly 
neceflary to endeavour to awaken your Atten- 
tion, and alarm your Fears of the infinite 
Dangers ee * wo _— dong 
8 . 20 #1: * 
Be perſuaded then now to reflect, upon 

| ths ſtriking Inſtance; in the Caſe before 
you, of the Frailty and Uncertainty of this 


8 


preſent Life: How little even Youth: and 
. Health are to be depended on; and conſe- 
quently how dangerous it muſt be, to put 
off that Repentance towards God, that Faith 
in our Lord: Jeſus: Chriſt, and that Obedi- 
ence to his Goſpel which your Bibles ſo ex- 
preſsly require, as neceſſary . ee. to 
= a ſafe Death and an happy Eternit. 
Il am very ſenſible, how likely it by; tha I 
l your: youthful Spirits, and a tempting World, „ 
| mwilllead you to make light of theſe Things, I 
| notwithſtanding all I can. ſay of their infinite F 
importance. But, be aſſured, their Impor- I 
tance will appear to you another Day, infi- is 
nitely greater than it: is poſſibl for mortal Y 
N Language to repreſent. And ſhould Death, J 
as for ought; you know it may, overtake you 1 
in the Midſt of your Careleſsneſs and Inatten- 
tion. to this one mh „ 3 overtake you | 
| . in 
| 


tak 


in your Sins, without Repentance, Faith, 
Holineſs What would the Conſequence, be? 2 


Your Bibles tell you, yea your on Conſci- 


4 


ences tell you, it muſt be that miſerable 


Perdition, which che divine Juſtine: has. 5 
pointed for ungodly Maw. &..-- 


Be then entreated to think Sidel of Gele 8 


Thiogs-+Thiok. what frail, dying, Creatures. 
you are l- What a State and World: awaits. 


you at Death l- What the Manner of your 


Exiſtence there -The great and eternal Go 


the Father of your Spirits, now calls upon 


you, by this Providence, this Text, this Ser- 


mon.---Warns you. of your Danger. invites 
you to, his Mercy ; z perſuades you by. the Love 


2 Chriſt, his dying. Loye, to ſeek . for Ho- | 


FI £54 


| Heed then, that 2 7 not — on 3 
ness, forget what you have heard, and neglect 
the great Salvation ſet before you in the bleſſed 
Goſpel, : Inſtead, of this, may you 7, hear 
that your Souls may D 

23. We may learn, from . has been 
Fr the, vaſt 5 of ſerious Conſide- 
ration and Tho htfulneſs. my 

I Our Lord le us, that at an Hour when 
We. think rot, the Son, of Man cometh, It i is 


becauſe x Ye. think, e at leaſt, a we. "ought, : 


82 = f "#LLFE 
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(36) 
_ that -overtakes any ef us quite üer. 
pecting and unprepared. And yet to this In | 
attention we are all fadly prone. We think 
too Hittle, too ſuperficfally, upon our Condi- 
tidn as Sinners againſt God, as under à Sen- 
tence of Death, and therefore as dying Sin- 
ners expoſed to Yis j juft Diſpleaſure ; do not 
think how uncertain our Life is, and that we 
may be in an eternal World before the Arrival. 
of the next Hour - We 0 not conſider; "that. 
this ort uncertain Life, Wilich is but a Span, 
| a Nur, is all the Space: allowell us for Re- 
pentance, and for obtaining the Grace ne- 
cefſary: to our eternal Salvation Do not con- 
ſider, how dreadfifl that Hell is, which awaits" 
all impenitent "Sinners ; how glorious and 
blifsful that Heaven, Volüch God has prepared 
for them that love him -- Do not conſider,” 
While we are walking in a vain Sew, after 
the Courſe of this a and Fareleſs of 
amotder, that we are walking upon the Brink 
of an awful Eternity None of us conſider | 
theſe” Thin ngs ſo frequently, +  petentively, as 
their infinite Importance demands; And ſome 
of you, I am afraid, pot at M; they | are of 
all Things the fartheſt from your Thoug Ns : 
And Vet, fill you arg brought 1 to enge, til 
you mb in Torhe * Degree, get fid 6 
7 chat 
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chat Dif ipation, that thoughtleſs Inattention” 
to the Affairs of Religion and the eternal 
World, which you are ſo fond of indulging, 


you never will, never can, be ſafe from that 


ruinous Surprize by Death which our Lord 


ſo ſolemnly warns you of in our Text. 


The Obſervation of this fad Truth ted 


that great and good Man Moſes to exclaim 


with painful Concern as he does, Deut. xxxii. 


29. O that they were wiſe, that they under- 


flood this, that 5a would CONSIDER | their ; 


latter End ! 


If you will not in will not "oonfelers | 


what the Almighty-has ſaid to you in his holy 


Word, and- urged upon your Attention fo- 


many Ways, it is not likely you ſhould: be 


ready for the awful Summons, that for ought © 
| you know ops TW yu_ Soult eren _ 
Fa a 
Let me SR my deat P dla baſkerks 
you, as you reverence the Word of God, and 
love your own immortal Souls, to think upon 
What has been ſaid, when you are gone: from 
hence: And pray to God to give 0 Hearts 
to feel the Force of theſe moſt ſerious and 
intereſting Expoſtulations. Without the gra- 
of His, Spirit ou cannot even 
think on theſe Things to the Purpoſe; but 


cious Influence 


CG TE... Foc 


* 


L 341 


you are not more willing to give good Things 
to your Children, than your heavenly Father 
his Spirit to them that aſk it, (Mat. vii. 11.) 


3. Let the weaker: and more timorous 


Chriſtian take Heed of giving ley to the 
Fears n * 
A ſerious Regard to an e World, and 


een to Death, which is the Inlet to 


it, moſt certainly becomes us all as dying, 
and yet immortal Creatures. But while the 
ſtupid and careleſs Many, are intirely un- 


affected with theſe Things; too many amongſt 


the more ſerious, and even truly religious, 


are often overwhelmed with diſtreſsful Ap- 
prehenſions, and, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, 


through the Fear Deat)i are all tlieir Life 
Time ſubject to Bondage, (Heb. ii. 15. — This 
is an Extreme the other Way. — But, ſo 
to number our Days as to apply our Hearts to 


Wiſdom ; ſo to think of Death, as to awaken 


our Care and Watchfulneſs againſt Sin, and 
the evil Influences of the World; to keep us 


cloſe to God and the Means of his Grace; 


to lead us to look more to. Chriſt,” and truſt 
in him, as the great Deliverer from the 
Wrath to come; and in a Word animate us 
in the Duties of Piety, Righteouſneſs, and 
Goodneſs; ſo to think of our Diſſolution is 
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1 no a Part of our Duty and In- 


_ tereſt. In. a ſlaviſh Timidity, and dread of 
9 Death, there is no more of Religion, than 
| there is of Comfort; nothing pleaſing to God 
1 proßtable to ourſelves; and is what the 
2 _ gracious Diſpenſation we are under utterly 
forbids. That calls us to Repentance not to 
4 Terror, any further than that Terror may 
lead to it. Knowing, ſays the Apoſtle, the 
Terror of the Lord we perſuade Men, (2 Cor. 
v. II.) Perſuade them, not to live in a 
conſtant Dread of Death, but to repent and 
x believe the Goſpel, and live in Obedience to 
3 its Dictates. To flee from the Wrath to 
4 come, and lay hold . the Hope 0 before. tne 
| þ in Feſus. 
| Such, indeed, as Jive in e dine wilfully, 
F and pay no ſerious Reyard to the Saviour, 
I have, while that is the Caſe, very juſt Reaſon 
1 to dread the dying Hour. But this is not 
your Caſe, to whom I am more particularly 
ſpeaking: though your Faith be weak, your 
Repentance and Obedience imperfect, your 
Evidences of a renewed Mind obſcure ; | yet 
you muſt know, when you conſider, that the 
ruling Deſire of your Souls is, that it may be 
otherwiſe. You want to ſee the Things of 
"_O and — in a ſtronger Light; to 


C2 Bhs know 


(36.1. 


| | know more of mie ahd him Crucified ; and 


to feel his ſaving Power more ſenſibly upon 
your Hearts — Vou lament your F ailings, 
ſtrive and pray againſt them, and with to per- 


fect Holineſs in the fear of God. You think 


highly of Chriſt,” and place all your hope of 
Forgiveneſs and Acceptance in him, as your 
only Mediator and Reedemer. Surely then, 
while you are thus influenced, act upon ſuch 
Principles; thus Hunger and Thirſt after 
Righteouſrieſs, and thus believe on the Son of 
God you have no Reaſon to live in the Dread 
of Death and Eterfiity. You have within you, 
At leaſt, the SEDS of that good Hofe which is 


rb Grace : But, for the more perperr Cure 


* of this Evil, look, not only to your Eviden- 
ces of this Hope, but N to him, from 
hoſe Fulneſs that Hope itſelf is derived. 
Loo to Jesus; to the Perfection of his Sacri- 
Her and Righteouſheſs, as the grand Medium 
of your Pardon and Acceptance with God; 
and weite you trüſt there, imitate his Exam- 
ee and toalł even ar he walked. 
4. Let ſuch of us, as are more particularly 
mid'nearly concerned in this Providemhes, " en- 

& cov e it to ſomme good Account. / 
Much Improvement in true — a 
vi 3 and the Power of God: neſs, may be 
mage 
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made by a proper Exerciſe of the Mind oh 


ſuch Events as the ne of our Friends and 
Relations. », 
We of this Cie with be our 


deceaſed Friend was a Fellow-Worſhipper for 


many Vears, and with exemplary Conſtaney, 
ſee the Arrows of Death flying amongſt us: 
And which of us may be the next to fall by 


them we know not. If we are ready, no 
matter how ſoon; if not, it will be dreadful in 
the Conſequence, however late. 


The Call is ſtill louder and more . to 
* my dear Friends, who ſtood in near na- 
tural Relation to the Deceaſed. The Bonds 


of thoſe Relations, however near, and however 


important, are now broken. But thoſe of Re- 
ligion are ſtill upon you, and you are now ſo- 
lemnly called to conſider them ſeriouſly. ---You 
are led by this awful and afflicting Stroke to 


think more cloſely about Death and Eternity, 


and the Uncertainty of all merely temporal En- 
joyments Endeavour now then tobringtheſe 
Things near to you, and make Uſe of them 
for your Improvement in the divine Life, if 
already began; and for your ſerious Solici- 
tude about it, and ſeeking after 1 it, if itis not. 
Thin 1928 ſhe was * and you left here 
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| r ſarther Trial? And yet how certainly you 
igt, and how ſoon you may, follow. But 
whether follow ?---Into a new, and, in a 
great Meaſure, unknown World; where, if 
you are 4% ready, you will be bleſt with the 
moſt delightful Nearneſs to God, and the 
Enjoyment of that /ouing Kindneſs that is bet- 
ter l lan Bie; But where the unready, care- 
leſs, impenitent Snerna n plunge into the 
moſt miſerable Rui 8 
While you ſeverally 5 al refle& 
on the Daughter, Ser, Wife,” Mother, wow 
Ng MORE, and think with what dutiful At- 
tention, and tender Care oy: filed up thoſe 
Relations amongſt. you; what pleaſing. Proſ- 
pets her Life once afforded yon, and how 
Iaddenly: they are all blaſted, loſt; buried in 
he melancholy Grave with her- No won 
der you grieve; tender Thoughts, and the af- 
fectionate Tear; are due to her Memory- Let 
be indulged; Nature and Religion call 
| or; it But ſorrow not as thoſe without 
Hope. The. Happineſs, vou have Reaſon 
to believe ygur departed Relative poſſeſſes, 
is ſuch, that to with her back again to 
this World of Sin and Sorrow, would be 
HBaoth unkind and unchriſtian. Your, Loſe in 


* . % £ 8 * * 4 
* XA 5 7 * . Fa W 
19 a N « : ; N 1 Hi 8 
o OY b % 
; 
| , | 


[ 39 Fs * 
this View is her infinite Gain. While, 
therefore, you mourn the one, do not For- 
get the other. Inſtead of immoderate and 
_ unavailing Grief for her Death,'*endeavour 
to turn your Thoughts to the-moſt Religious 
and Chriſtian Improvement of it. Inſtead of 
thinking on the many Cauſes and Reaſons 
you have for Sorrow ; think on the heavenly 
Joys, and what a glorious Delight it muſt 
be to be abſent from the Body, "and preſent 


worth the Lord---To ſee Jeſas in the unutter- 


able Glories of his Father's right Hand, and 
| ſhare with him in the divine Felicity! Set 
your Affections on the Things above; let 
them engage your eager Purſuits.—— This is 
the beſt Way of diverting your Thoughts 
from dwelling immoderately upon the mourn- 
ful Theme that now preſents itſelf. Light 
and momentary will the heavieſt of Afflictions 
ſeem, to thoſe who oh, as they ought, not at 
the Things that are ſeen that are temporal, but 
at the Things that are not ſeen and are eternal, 
(2 Coro ive 17; 18. 

In a Word, my dear Friends, N | 
that againſt this, and every Sorrow you can 
meet with here, there are Conſolations in 
Chriſt: His Grace is ſufficient for you. If 
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| m, he h promiſed to be 
that you ſhall be with 
Where all Tears ſhall - 
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Page 6, laſt "LE en, for 5 read 
OBSERVATIONS. —Page 9, line 7, for TS, read 
 "THEIR.—Page 11, 12, for PARDONING 
— +Mxxcy, read MErxcy To PARDON IT.—Pa 
19, laſt line, for Pct, read PLACE.— 
— 18, for Coxrs E, read Coxrs ff 8 
„for 541, read ab. Page 3 
7 ir WHETHER, read WHITHER. 
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